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List of suggested software and IT tools
to run your business on a budget

1- Email
● Basic: see your website hosting provider & Amazon WorkMail
● Suites: Google WorkSpace, Microsoft Office365 & Zoho Mail

2 - Teamwork:
● Group chats: Slack, Microsoft Teams, Google Spaces, Discord
● Project management: Asana, Trello,Wrike

3- Accounting:
● Free: Wave, ZipBooks, CloudBooks, Zoho
● Usual suspects: Quickbooks, Xero, FreshBooks

4- Graphics
● Adobe alternatives

Adobe Title Free & Open-source alternative(s)

Photoshop Gimp, Paint.Net, Pixlr Editor, Krita

Illustrator Inkscape

Indesign Scribus

Premiere OpenShot, DaVinci Resolve

Animate Synfig

Lightroom Darktable

Aftereffects Natron, ButtleOFX

Audition Ardour, Audacity

Acrobat (not reader!) Master PDF, LibreOffice

● Cloud Graphics Suites: Canva, Adobe Creative Cloud Express, Visme, Desygner
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https://aws.amazon.com/workmail/
https://workspace.google.com/
https://www.microsoft.com/en/microsoft-365
https://www.zoho.com/mail/
https://slack.com/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software
https://support.google.com/a/users/answer/11219858?hl=en
https://discord.com/
https://asana.com/
https://trello.com/
https://www.wrike.com/
https://quickbooks.intuit.com/
https://www.xero.com/
https://www.freshbooks.com/
https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.getpaint.net/
https://pixlr.com/editor/
https://krita.org/
https://inkscape.org/
https://www.scribus.net/
https://www.openshot.org/
https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/ca/products/davinciresolve
https://www.synfig.org/
https://www.darktable.org/
https://natrongithub.github.io/
https://buttleofx.wordpress.com/
https://ardour.org/
https://www.audacityteam.org/
https://code-industry.net/masterpdfeditor/
https://www.libreoffice.org/
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.adobe.com/express/create
https://www.visme.co/
https://desygner.com/
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5- Royalty-free Stuff:
● Photos & illustrations: Pexels, Unsplash, Pixabay, Absurd, unDraw
● Stock footage: Mixkit, Pexels, Unsplash, Pixabay
● Music, audio & sounds: Mixkit, Pixabay, Uppbeat
● Icons & fonts: FontAwesome, SVG REPO, Google Fonts, 1001 Fonts

6- Social Media:
● Schedulers: Buffer, Hootsuite
● Graphics: Canva, Adobe Creative Cloud Express, Visme, Desygner, Snappa
● Hashtags: MetaHashtags, Inflact, AllHashtag

7- Copywriting
1. Hemmingway
2. Grammarly
3. DeepL

8- Lead Generation:
● Email marketing: MailChimp, Sender, MailerLite, MailJet, Cakemail
● CRM: see my video at www.rock8fuel.com/crm
● Website CMS: see my video at www.rock8fuel.com/cms
● Landing pages for campaigns: use your CMS!
● SEO tools: Google Analytics, Google Tag Manager, HubSpot Website Grader, Seobility

9- Office IT:
● Firewall: pfSense, OPNSense, Untangle, ClearOS
● WiFi: Ubiquiti, TP-Link, Netgear, Aruba
● Network monitoring: ipMonitor
● Storage server: TrueNAS
● Virtualization: VMWare ESXi, ProxMox, Xen, VirtualBox
● Antivirus: Windows Defender, Bitdefender
● DNS: 1.1.1.1, OpenDNS ,Google Public DNS
● Password Managers: Google Passwords, BitWarden, Dashlane, 1Password, Lastpass
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https://www.pexels.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://absurd.design/
https://undraw.co/illustrations
https://mixkit.co/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://mixkit.co/
https://pixabay.com/
https://uppbeat.io/
https://fontawesome.com/
https://www.svgrepo.com/
https://fonts.google.com/
https://www.1001fonts.com/
https://buffer.com/
https://www.hootsuite.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.adobe.com/express/create
https://www.visme.co/
https://desygner.com/
https://snappa.com/
https://metahashtags.com/
https://inflact.com/tools/instagram-hashtag-generator/#/topics/
https://www.all-hashtag.com/
https://hemingwayapp.com/
https://www.grammarly.com/
https://www.deepl.com/translator#en/fr/
https://mailchimp.com/
https://www.sender.net/
https://www.mailerlite.com/
https://www.mailjet.com/
https://www.cakemail.com/
http://www.rock8fuel.com/crm
http://www.rock8fuel.com/cms
https://marketingplatform.google.com/about/analytics/
https://marketingplatform.google.com/about/tag-manager/
https://website.grader.com/
https://www.seobility.net/
https://www.pfsense.org/download/
https://opnsense.org/
https://www.untangle.com/untangle-ng-firewall/software-packages/
https://www.clearos.com/
https://ui.com/
https://www.tp-link.com/ca/business-networking/
https://www.netgear.com/ca-en/business/wifi/access-points/
https://www.arubainstanton.com/
https://www.solarwinds.com/ip-monitor
https://www.truenas.com/download-truenas-core/
https://www.vmware.com/ca/products/esxi-and-esx.html
https://www.proxmox.com/en/proxmox-ve
https://xenproject.org/
https://www.virtualbox.org/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/stay-protected-with-windows-security-2ae0363d-0ada-c064-8b56-6a39afb6a963
https://www.bitdefender.com/solutions/free.html
https://1.1.1.1/
https://www.opendns.com/
https://developers.google.com/speed/public-dns
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/6208650?hl=en
https://bitwarden.com/
https://www.dashlane.com/
https://1password.com/
https://www.lastpass.com/
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10- Startups:
● Google for Startups
● AWS for Startups
● Microsoft for Startups
● HubSpot for Startups
● Freshworks for Startups
● WeWork

11- Nonprofits:
● Techsoup
● AWS for nonprofits
● Google for nonprofits
● Microsoft for nonprofits
● Canva for nonprofits
● Grammarly for nonprofits
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https://startup.google.com/
https://aws.amazon.com/startups/?customer-references-cards.sort-by=item.additionalFields.sortDate&customer-references-cards.sort-order=desc&awsf.customer-references-location=*all&awsf.customer-references-industry=*all
https://startups.microsoft.com/
https://www.hubspot.com/startups
https://www.freshworks.com/company/partners/startup-program/
https://www.wework.com/
https://www.techsoup.org/
https://aws.amazon.com/government-education/nonprofits
https://www.google.com/nonprofits/
https://nonprofit.microsoft.com/en-us/getting-started
https://www.canva.com/canva-for-nonprofits/
https://www.grammarly.com/nonprofits-ngos

